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By ANDRE MOUCHARD

If somebody made a movie about
the merger of Tobishima Corp. and
Hutton Development Co., the title
wouldn't be "Godzilla Eats Santa
Ana."

Sure, it's a story about a century-
old, multi-national construction com-
pany from Japan merging with a com-
paratively puny Santa Ana-based
development firm — set against the
background of a rising yen and a
rapidly shrinking dollar.

But the principals from Tobishima
and Hutton say their three-year old,

50-50 partnership is anything but a
horror show. In fact, they claim their
story would work well as a corporate
remake of "Romeo and Juliet," or
"West Side Story," minus, of course,
the tragic endings.

"Companies from Japan, or any
foreign country for that matter, need
to have some local contact,” said
Terumoto "Hama" Hamazaki, vice
president of Tobishima USA. "We
Just don't have the experience or local
knowledge to do business in Orange
County.

"When we joined with Hutton, we
immediately got a good understand-

See TOBISHIMA, page 25
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